Potential nuclear and radiological incidents: a summary for clinicians.
Most clinicians will go their entire career without seeing a patient who has been involved in a nuclear or radiological incident, and many health care professionals feel ill equipped to respond to such incidents. To add to this difficulty, the medical response that is most appropriate for such an event varies, depending on the type of incident. As part of an effort to address these and other challenges for the medical community, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has developed a quick-reference for clinicians (based on the consensus of numerous stakeholders) that summarizes the key differences between various types of potential nuclear and radiological incidents in relation to some key medical response concerns. This paper is not intended for a clinical audience, but rather presents the and describes the framework upon which the is based, providing the health physics community with a clinical perspective of these events.